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Request for Applicationsfor the
CTSA-ACARD Internal Small Grant Program

Oneof thegods of theClinical and Trandationd Science Award (CTSA) -- shared by the University of
Penngylvania (Penn) and its partner inditutions the Children® Hospital of Philadd phia (CHOP), the Wistar
Inditute (WI1), and the University of the Sciences in Philadd phia (USP) -- is to apply phamacoepidemiologic
approaches to improving the effectiveness and saf ety of drugs and other therapeutics. The CTSA is
administered by theInditute for Trandationd Medicineand Therapeutics ITMAT). The ACARD (Automated
Claims and Medical Record Databases) Core is housed in the Center for Clinical Epidemiology and
Biogatigtics (CCEB).

To foger epidemiologic research usng large databases, the ACARD Core provides access to aresource
wheeby CTSA investigaors can perform epidemiological studies of large popuktion daabases (Medicaid,
GPRD, and THIN) available at Penn. The ACARD Core also provides access to the needed hardware and
software in an environment suppoted by expert faculty supevision. Resources are provided for the condud of
pilot studies with each data resource. Assistance is provided to meet with investigators, to apply for data-use
agreements where necessary, to assist applicants in writing research proposls to ensure tha the studyis
informed by in-depth undestanding of the strengths and weaknesses of each daa resource, and to assist with
data management, data andysis, and manuscript preparation.

Ultimately, thegod of the CTSA-ACARD isto encourageinvestigators with diverse training to conduct studies
focused on trandationd therapeutics and phamacoepidemiology, and to facilitate these research efforts by
making available to them existing large databases tha can provide answvers more quickly, and at alower cod,
than studies involving de nowo collection of data. To thisend, the CTSA-ACARD is prepared to provide
administrative guidance, technical advice, funding, and access to currently available dataresources for qudified
applicants.

Accordingly, this RFA provides for five levels of involvement:

1. Accessto the ACARD databases - ACARD will providefree access to the GPRD, THIN, and Medicaid
databases for investigators who are skilled in data management and can perform trandationd therapeutics and
phamacoepidemiology studies onthar own.

2. Feagbility studiesfor GPRD or THIN BDACARD will provideup to onefree feasibility study per
investigator per year. Thefeasibility studies will provide frequency counts of paients with oneoutcome
variable and onepredictor variable of interest to the investigator. Additiond feasibility studies will be suppoted
depending on availability of ACARD funding and the perceived merit of therequest.

3. Feagbility studiesfor Medicaid/M edicare DPACARD can suppot feasibility studies for investigaors
interested in usng Medicaid/Medicare daa for research. Because the cos of conduding such feasibility studies
in Medicaid/Medicare data can be variable, such requests will bereviewed on a case-by-case basis to deermine
wha can be provided withoutadditiond chargeto theinvestigator unde the current budge.

4. Exporting data filesfrom GPRD or THIN to a PC environment DACARD intendsto fundsmall grantsto
export andytic datafiles from thefull GPRD or THIN daabases (residing on a server) for use onaPC. This
fundingisfor researchers who have pilot-tested their variable creation, cohott selection criteria, and satistical
codeusng the 10%sample data residing on a dedicated PC (known as Yictoriad). These grants are for $1000
each, al of which mug beused for the cog of theBiodatistical Andysis Center (BAC) to export thedaa from



thefull GPRD or THIN daabases for further andysis by theinvestigaors. The BAC will implement the SQL,
SAS, and/or STATA codeprovided by the applicant to create the study daafiles. The BAC will nat be

responsble for determining theintegrity of thecode. If selected for funding, thefundswill bedirectly
tranderred from ACARD to BAC.

5. Performance of pilot studiesin GPRD, THIN, and Medicaid to support grant applications - ACARD
intendsto fundthe condud of pilot studiesin support of future grant applications Such studies mightbe used to
determinethefeasibility of a proposd hypohesis and/or research design. For example, an investigator may
need to demondrate for afunding agency the nunber of eligible subjects with aminimum period of follow-up
and who are abovea certain age Such feasibility studies require programming cogs beyondtha described in
funding levels #2 and #3 above Applicants requesting this level of suppot will work with ACARD and BAC
staff to assess their needsand design preliminary studies tha fit within the funding resources of the CTSA.
Selection of studies for thislevel of funding will be based on the perceived merit of thefuture grant application
and thefeasibility of therequested preliminary studies.

ELIGIBILITY
* All faculty, fellows, and residents from Penn, CHOP, WI, and USP are eligible to submit applications
Applicationsby afellow or resident mug be endorsed by afaculty membe who takes scientific
responsbility for the study.
* Applicationsshould address research questionsthat are amenable to study in the large automated
daabases available in the CCEB.
* Manugripts and presentationsresulting from this suppot should credit the Penn CTSA accordingly.

SELECTION CRITERIA

* Applicationsto be funded by the CTSA will bereviewed by apand of reviewers and scored similarly to
themethodsused by NIH review pands. Preference will be given to thos applicationstha are likely to
either have immediate clinical, scientific, or public health impact, or are likely to lead to additiond
research funding.

APPL ICATION PROCEDURES:
There are no application deadlines. Applicationswill be accepted on an ongoing basis.

* Aninitia letter of intentis required and should indudea maximum of a2-page (12 point Aria font,
single space) description of the project. After pre-screening of these letters of intent, the applicant will
be notified whether or notafull application can be submitted.

* Applicationsshould indudea cover letter, an Abgract, budgé judification, and a maximum of a 5-page
description of the project, usng single space, 12-point Arial fontand a minimum of 1 inch margins
Proposals for research projects should be formatted as follows: Specific Aims, Background,Study Design
(induding Source Population, Andysis, and Sample Size), Limitations and Implications

* Applicants requesting suppot for disseminaion of research findingsshould provide a budget
judification and an abdract of the study results.

e Submit al letters of intent and applicationsto James Lewis (lewis d@mail.med.upenn.edu).

Please address any questionsto Rita Scinnar (ritas@mail.med.upenn.edu).
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